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The term “vulnerability”, consolidated in the 70s and 80s in poverty and development studies 

to address the impact of hazards and (natural) disasters in specific population segments, was 

adopted by Judith Butler in the aftermath of 9/11 to signify the undesirable exposure of 

nations and peoples to war-related acts of violence. In 2004, Butler interrogated the effects 

that a newly discovered vulnerability had on the exceptionalist basis of US national discourse 

and its instrumentalization to justify the implementation of repressive policies at home and 

acts of war abroad. Butler (2009) also questioned whose lives mattered at an international 

scale, as well as whose vulnerabilities remained invisible and uncontested as nationalist 

discourses strove to get over US own sense of fragility by increasing the vulnerability of 

peoples and nations whose lives not only did not matter, but were even a condition to make 

up for the US-perceived ontological damage.  

At that time, Butler used the term “precarity” to denote the helpless exposure of those 

disposable lives. Since then, the concept of “precarity” has developed critically to explore 

the socioeconomic conditions endured by peoples living in the so-called Third World 

countries or emerging economies in the context of globalization. From this broader 

perspective, their vulnerabilities appeared as the background of a structural oppression 

(Craps 2013) intersecting with other life conditions marked by uncertainty such as poverty, 

migration, pollution and violence. Another finding of this approach showed that the 

“precariat” (Standing 2011) as a global social class also extended to the First World 

interwoven with other components of vulnerability like race, gender, age, literacy, religious 

confession, cultural differences, and disability, among many others. 

Butler’s initial theorization of vulnerability propounded that representing precarious lives 

would contribute to minimizing them by making them visible and, therefore, by making them 

matter. With a similar spirit, Jean-Michelle Ganteau (2015) has also claimed that what he 

calls “vulnerable texts” or texts that present bodily frailty as the common denominator of 

humanity, have the capacity to develop and ethics of vulnerability that builds up on an ethics 

of care and political change. However, the exploitation of vulnerability as a sensational 

device (Garland-Thompson 1997; Mitchell and Snyder 2000) competing for attention in 

information-saturated global media often has the effect of blunting the audience’s capacity 

to empathize with forms of vulnerability so extreme that they can only recognize as either 

too alien or too fictional. The representation of vulnerability in literary and film forms is also 

affected by the neoliberal market’s demand for the spectacular, the reification and 

commoditization of a cathartic effect that ends up desensitizing a readership/audience who 



finds aesthetic pleasure in their temporary identification with, as well as immediate 

detachment from, representations of vulnerability. 

We seek contributions that explore the ways in which representing vulnerability 

problematizes its visibilization in film and literature. Both theoretical and practical 

approaches as well as different critical stances are welcome. Suggested topics include, but 

are not limited to, representations of vulnerability that involve, intersect and/or synergize 

with other concomitant areas, such as: 

− Poverty 

− Migration (including refugees, diasporas…) 

− Ecology (ecological disasters, pollution, speciesism …) 

− Violence (war, crime…) 

− Spatial (literary) studies 

− Disability  

− Technology  

− Racial/ethnic difference 

− Gender  

− Age (children, old age…) 

− Literacy 

− Cultural difference 

− Religious confession 

 

Prospective authors are invited to submit abstract proposals consisting of a tentative title, 

a 500-word summary, 5 keywords and a 200-word CV including author’s name, institutional 

affiliation, email address by December 18, 2020. Abstracts will be sent as Word files to 

graco.hum676@ugr.es under the subject “VULNERABLE SUBMISSION”. 

Authors will be notified of their paper proposal acceptance by February 1, 2021.  

Full chapters (between 5000-7000 words) will be expected by November 1, 2021. Both 

abstracts and full chapters must conform to the Chicago style (author-date system) and be 

sent as Word files to graco.hum676@ugr.es. 

Selected essays will be compiled in a collective volume that will be published in 2022 by a 

prestigious international publisher still to determine. 

 

 

Editors: 

Miriam Fernández Santiago (University of Granada, mirfer@ugr.es) 

Cristina M. Gámez-Fernández (University of Córdoba, cristina.gamez@uco.es) 

mailto:graco.hum676@ugr.es
mailto:graco.hum676@ugr.es
mailto:mirfer@ugr.es
mailto:cgamez@uco.es

